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  It is interesting to note that on the Confederate side, seven generals or future 

generals were among the wounded on the Williamsburg battlefield of May 5, 1862. 

Brigadier General Jubal Early was wounded twice as he led his men in an attack 

on the Confederate left. Early’s brigade had been called forward late in the day to check 

a threat posed by the troops of Union General Winfield Scott Hancock. In much pain 

and weak from loss of blood, Early had to leave the field and was taken to a hospital in 

Williamsburg. There it was discovered that a rifle ball had entered one shoulder and 

passed around his back to the other shoulder. Treated in the town, General Early was 

evacuated with other Confederate wounded as the southern army left the town the night 

of the battle.  He returned to the army several months later but was continuously in poor 

health for the entire war. Promoted to Lieutenant General, he commanded a 

Confederate Army in the Shenandoah Valley in 1864 and almost captured Washington, 

D. C.  Early ended the war debilitated with rheumatism. 

As a Captain in the 10th Alabama Infantry, William Henry Forney had his right 

arm fractured by a bullet. Taken to the hospital at the College of William and Mary, his 

wound was too serious for him to be removed. Captain Forney found himself a prisoner 

of war as Federal troops occupied the city the next day. He recovered from his wound 

and was shipped through Fort Monroe in Hampton to captivity in the north. Later 

exchanged, he was wounded and captured a second time at Gettysburg. Exchanged 

again Forney ended the war as brigadier general at Appomattox. 



Colonel Samuel Garland Jr. of the 11th Virginia was wounded in the elbow by a 

musket ball. Not considering his wound to be serious, Garland refused to leave the 

Williamsburg battlefield to be treated and fought on with his regiment. Retreating back 

towards Richmond with his command, he was promoted to brigadier general in May. 

Garland was later killed in September of 1862, while holding off a Federal attack at 

Fox’s Gap at South Mountain. 

Like Colonel Garland, Captain Nathaniel H. Harris of the 19th Mississippi Infantry 

was only slightly wounded at Williamsburg, and continued fighting throughout the day 

and left the field with his men. He received a second more serious wound however 

outside of Richmond at the battle of Frayser’s Farm less than two months later. He 

received a third wound at the battle of Second Manassas in August of 1862. Harris 

ended the war as a brigadier general. 

Major William H. F. Payne of the 4th Virginia Cavalry was seriously wounded in 

the mouth and fell from his horse while observing the battle of Williamsburg from near 

one of the Confederate redoubts. A doctor, E. S. Pendleton, immediately stopped the 

flow of blood from Payne’s face by holding his hand on the wound. Carried back into 

Williamsburg in a military ambulance, with Dr. Pendleton still holding the wound, Payne 

was taken to the house of William Peachy, on the Market Square. Today, visitors tour 

the same house, learning that it was the home of Peyton Randolph, speaker of the 

House of Burgesses and first president of the Continental Congress.  

Captured the next day by the advancing Federal Army, Payne’s wound healed 

slowly. Fortunately his captors allowed him to remain and recover in Mr. Peachy’s 

house rather than transport him across the green to the hospital established at the 



Williamsburg Baptist Church. It was through the intervention of his wife that Major 

Payne obtained his freedom. Although a refugee and pregnant at the time, Mary Payne 

journeyed to Williamsburg from Danville, Virginia, to personally treat her husband. After 

a circuitous trip that took her to Richmond, Alexandria, Baltimore and finally Hampton, 

she arrived in Williamsburg and located her husband. Once in the city, she procured a 

parole for the wounded officer to return to his home in Warrenton, Virginia.   

After only partially recovering, Payne was later exchanged, and rejoined the 

army. He was wounded and captured a second time at Hanover, Pennsylvania on June 

30, 1863, during the Gettysburg campaign. Another year would pass in a prisoner of 

war camp before he was exchanged again. In November of 1864 Payne was appointed 

a brigadier general of cavalry.  On March 30, 1865, he received a last wound near Five 

Forks, Virginia. Avoiding the surrender of General Lee’s army at Appomattox he was 

captured on the night of President Lincoln’s assassination. General Payne remained a 

Federal prisoner until May, when he finally returned to his home and family at 

Warrenton. 

Colonel William R. Terry was also wounded in the face, while leading the 24th 

Virginia Infantry at Williamsburg. He fell in the same charge that gave General Early his 

wound. Apparently his wound was not as serious as Major Payne’s for Terry did not 

seem to stay long under a surgeon’s care. Continuing with the army, he was promoted 

to the rank of brigadier general in May of 1864. General Terry was reportedly wounded 

a total of seven times during the war, including a wound received at Pickett’s Charge at 

Gettysburg and a broken leg due to a shell burst that killed his horse at Dinwiddie Court 

House in March of 1865.  



Although born in Maine, Lieutenant Colonel Zebulon York was with the 14th 

Louisiana Infantry when he received a slight wound at Williamsburg. He left with the 

Confederate retreat remained with the army in the Seven Day’s battles around 

Richmond. Promoted to brigadier general in May of 1864, York was wounded a second 

time and had an arm amputated at the battle of Winchester on September 19th of that 

year.  Even with the loss of arm, York continued his service to the Confederacy. He 

ended the war on recruiting duty. 

Finally, an eighth officer who would serve both as a Confederate general and 

congressman was present in Williamsburg during the battle, although he had been 

wounded the day before.  In a cavalry skirmish the evening of May 4, 1862, Lieutenant 

Colonel Williams Carter Wickham was involved in a charge where he received a saber 

cut in his side. Although seriously wounded he continued to fight. The next day he left 

with the army moving towards Richmond. He was captured while recovering from the 

saber slash at his father’s house in Ashland Virginia. Paroled and exchanged, Colonel 

Wickham was promoted to brigadier general in September of 1863. He resigned his 

commission a year later to take a seat in the Confederate Congress.   

Although these eight men were only a few of the thousands who had reason to 

remember Williamsburg, they were each a part of the town’s darkest hours.  

 


